A pmyer ﬂr the oLoss
of a [t

:bear ggc[, f/mné %)u %)r
éena/ing us / name / ancl %)r a/é)wing
/Ler-//u'm o ée wif/L us %)r a lime.
S/Le/ e /ul.f» éeen 5uC/l a é/edéing o us,

and our /iued have éeen vicher éecauée
Ubu gave us the gift of one of Ubur
crealures.

W are sad now, because our
time with [name [ has come to an end.
jf isa r'ea/ Z)Z):i fo us, and our wor-/a/
does not seem as c/zeery and ém’g/d as it
was. % with us in our time of grief,
doar G, and. accapt our mouning as
a %wm of praise %w this love that has
enriched our /iueé. ./4men.
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Heaven ?




jhe loss of a pet is often a
time of intense grief for childrenand
adults alike. Pets become part of our
identity. They offer companionship,
devotion, amusement, and purpose
without asking whether we are worth
their time. In that sensethey can bea
means for us to understand and
experience the grace of God that
loves us even at our worst. In away
that only pet owners can understand,
our pets become part of our souls,
leading usto ask spiritual questions
and to seek spiritual comfort at their
passing.

M/hm a beloved pet dies,
peopl e often ask the question, “Will
my pet go to heaven?’ Many people
think thisisasilly question, butitis
not. The question is serious and
important. It may sound likea
simple question about animals, but it
isreally afundamental question about
the very nature of God and Creation:
“Does God care enough about me to
lovewhat | love?’ “Isthereanything
sacred in Creation apart from human
beings?’ Those are not silly ques-
tions. “Will my pet go to heaven?’ is

a serious question that deserves a
Serious answer.,

jhe Bible does not tell us
whether or not our petswill enter
heaven. But Scripture does have
words of comfort for those who love
theanimals. TheBibletelsusthat
animals are important to God. God
created every living creaturein the sea
and on the land and called them
“good” e« 12029, When sin got out of
control and God decided to destroy
the earth with aflood, God chose to
save the animals aswell asthe people
o022, WWe are told that God makes
covenants with the creatures cas:z1s
Hem219, @NA God gave instruction for
the care of animalsin the laws of
M OSES e« 2311.12) God even allowed the
law to be broken to save an animal in
trouble (Matt. 12:11; Luke 14:5).

g od entrusted the care of the
beasts to human beings e 126 ramss,
but God still owns them and cares
for them (Psalm 50:10-11; Psalm 36:6; Psalm 104:10-22; Luke 12:6,24).
Theanimals, for their part, participate
with human beingsin praising God
ramusr-12 rev. 519 ANA @re included in

descriptions of the new heaven
and the new earth (Is 11:6-9; Is. 65:25). The
Bible shows its respect for ani-
mals by referring to Jesus asthe
“Lion of Judah” e.ss or “Lamb
of God” wmi29. ROMans 8:19-23
impliesthat all of Creation, hu-
man and non-human, awaitsthe
redemption of the body and will
be delivered from corruption.

g od’'s ways are not our
Ways (s sss9, aNd what happens
when a pet dies is something we
can't know for sure. But the Bible
tells us that love never ends «co.
9. and that love is the very nature
of God (1 10mn 4:8). That convinces
me that Mr. Pooper and all the
pets we have ever loved live on
and will be waiting for usin
heaven.
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